heavens—that blocked both Greeks and Chinese from 
searching for a rational order in the material universe, 
even though their notable accomplishments in other 
areas indicate no lack of capacity for.such a search. 
Only the Christian outlook gives a rationale for empir- 
ical science. Even the secularized version, with its at- 
tempted defense of induction, manages at best an 
infinite regress, and has left man with only an irra- 
tional habit to support his search for a subrational 
regularity. 

Since Parelius has brought up the matter of the 
rationality of the universe, let me note that man is 
obviously rational, despite his irrational lapses, and 
that the material universe is non-rational although, 
prima facie, it is rationally ordered. Therefore, to argue 
that, on a non-theistic view, if the universe were non- 
rational, man would be non-rational, is a gross error. 
Indeed, one of the major problems for any world view 
which does not recognize a rational Creator is the 
development of rationality from the non-rational. To 
be sure, one may argue that reason sprang up in some 
inexplicable fashion (“enierged” is the technical term 
which hides the lack of explanation), but this is very 
akin to the sophomoric penchant for arguing for solip- 
sism: though logically unassailable, it is not a satisfac- 
tory metaphysic. 

Further, it will not do to invoke man’s sensory 
equipment as an analog to man’s rationality. It is 
known that other creatures have eyes responding to 
different ranges of stimuli. The honeybee, for example, 
is blind to red light but sees near ultraviolet well. And 
there is no reason I know why an eye must sense but 
a narrow range of electromagnetic radiation. Are not 
these non-visible radiations, and subsonic and super- 
sonic vibrations, also a part of man’s environment? 


Second, I am as amazed to find Mark Twain’s “Let- 
ters from Earth” cited as a theological authority as I 
would be to find his “That Awful German” cited as the 
last word in a philological journal. Any seemingly rele- 
vant anti-Christian point Clemens ever made was re- 
futed long before he stepped out of the pilot house. 
But since virtually every theology or Christian apology 
deals with the problems of evil and evils, there is no 
point in expansion here. However, I may note that 
Clemens is not always so anti-Christian: he cites a 
Christian missionary approvingly in “Slave Catching 
from the Slave’s Point of View” (Janet Smith, ed., 
Mark Twain on the Damned Human Race, pp. 229f). 
Indeed, he there merely echoes the Christian’s protest. 


Third, as a matter of history, science arose in the 
West and the scientific virtues were adopted directly 
from the Christian milieu. That these virtues may be 
found elsewhere does not change this one whit. Pare- 
lius contends that these virtues “derive from necessary 
rules of successful human relationships.” Unfortunately 
for his argument, unless “success” is defined circularly 
by reference to the expanded set of virtues he seems 
to advocate, anthropologists have found that man can 
live with many different sets of value commitments. 
Since survival is ultimately the only empirical test of 
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success, any set of virtues must be given better and 
different support than Parelius has mustered. 


Parelius’ problem is not that the arguments are too 
undeveloped to be convincing, but that the founda- 
tions of his arguments found nothing but error. 


David F. Siemens, 
Instructor in Philosophy 
Los Angeles Pierce College 
Woodland Hills, C. 
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